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For Immediate Release

Educators Rising develops standards  
to guide preparation of future teachers

ARLINGTON, Va. — Educators Rising, an evolution of the Future Educators Association®, is 
developing standards to back-map professional teaching standards — what teachers need to know 
and be able to do — into an earlier, precollegiate stage of teacher recruitment and development. 
Educators Rising is part of the PDK International Family of Associations.

This work is made possible by a $250,000 grant from the National Education Association.

The committee developing the standards includes 12 education professionals who represent a 
cross-section of educators from around the country. Its work will be guided by the standards 
development process and protocols set by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. 

The standards will form the bedrock for curriculum and micro-credentials — competency-based 
recognitions — for grow-your-own teacher pipeline programs in high schools across the country. 

The standards committee includes eight National Board Certified Teachers (NBCT) and two teachers 
who have been Teacher of the Year for their states: 

• Doretha Allen, NBCT, Texas; K-12 literacy academic facilitator

• Melissa Collins, NBCT, Tennessee; elementary school teacher and America Achieves lead 
fellow

• Jaime Festa-Daigle, NBCT, Arizona; high school teacher and school-based administrator

• Roberta Goff, West Virginia; high school teacher

• Francisca Jensen, NBCT, Oklahoma; early childhood education teacher

• Dat Le, NBCT, Virginia; science supervisor

• Leah Lechleiter-Luke, Wisconsin; high school teacher

• Meg Manugo, NBCT, Virginia; English and career and technical education teacher

• Lynne Olmos, NBCT, Washington; middle and high school teacher

• Selina Riley-Gurganus, NBCT, North Carolina; school administrator

• Lee-Ann Stephens, Minnesota; racial equity coach

• Daniel Weidner, Illinois; district administrator

“This is groundbreaking work for a strong front end of the teaching pipeline,” said Educators Rising 
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Co-Director Dan Brown, a National Board Certified Teacher. “Over 60% of teachers teach within 
20 miles of where they went to high school, which makes it vital for every community to invest in 
growing their own great teachers today. Educators Rising Standards, coming from the profession 
and for the profession, will provide clarity on how to start that crucial work early.” 

Educators Rising Standards will be published in May 2016. Once completed, the standards will 
be the basis for developing micro-credential assessments of key competencies, as well as the 
forthcoming Educators Rising Academy curriculum. The micro-credentials will be developed in 
partnership with Digital Promise and released in September 2016. 

Educators Rising launched in August 2015 as a national network supporting grow-your-own teacher 
programs. Since its launch, more than 12,000 students and teacher leaders in over 1,000 U.S. schools 
have joined the movement. Educators Rising has 11 state and two regional affiliates.

Follow Educators Rising on Twitter at @EducatorsRising 


