
70   Kappan   April 2021

PDK Connection – Heritage News

THANK YOU TO OUR 
HERITAGE NEWS SUPPORTER 

�e Heritage Society recognizes individual donors whose estate planning includes support 

for the PDK Educational Foundation. In this bimonthly Kappan column, we give current and 

potential donors a glimpse of the people and programs who benefit from their generosity.

PDK’S EDUCATORS RISING ADDRESSES REMOTE LEARNING NEEDS IN MASSACHUSETTS
As schools across the country transformed their teaching environments and methods of instruction in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Educators Rising has worked to help them adapt.

We recently partnered with the Massachusetts Department of Elementary & Secondary Education’s (DESE) High School 
Senior Education Intern Program (HSSEIP) to provide virtual training to hundreds of high school students who work as 
interns to help teachers in schools across the state meet their ever-changing classroom needs.

To accomplish this, Educators Rising adapted our proven education preservice curriculum to create a five-module 
primer for high school students working as interns in K-8 schools. Starting in February, Educators Rising began training 
Massachusetts teachers who will use the course to instruct 800 student interns in conjunction with the Regional MassHire 
Workforce Boards and DESE. �e program is funded by DESE’s Connecting Activities and Commonwealth Corporation’s 
Youthworks program.

�e five sessions of professional development not only cover the fundamentals of classroom management and pro-
fessionalism in education but also address such topics as bias, equity, and culturally responsive teaching, reflecting 
Educators Rising’s commitment to cultivating a diverse and equitable environment for teachers and students. We hope 
that students consider this program the start of a lifelong journey to build foundational classroom skills and support  
anti-bias instruction throughout their careers.

�e training modules, which are drawn from Educators Rising’s Academy Curriculum, expose students to important 
educational concepts. Once interns have received training, teachers mentor them as they bring what they’ve learned into 
their assigned roles. Assigned roles might vary but could include teaching assistants, tutors, lunchroom supervisors, or 
recess monitors. �e goal is to give students a positive experience with teaching as a potential career, in addition to  
knowledge and tools they can use should they continue on the pathway to becoming teachers.

SUPPORT EDUCATIONAL EQUITY 
Your gift will reach more than 100,000 
current and future educators through-
out their careers, by guiding young 
people on the path to becoming 
accomplished educators and support-
ing leaders and academics who seek 
to leave a lasting legacy. Your support 
will help PDK elevate and change 
the narrative about public education, 
inform the national discourse, and 
bridge research and practice. Donation 
options include cash gifts, stocks and 
securities, legacy giving, and more. 
Contact us at give@pdkintl.org or 800-
766-1156. PDK recommends using 
some form of tracking for donations 
over $1,000 or for substantial amounts 
that are being sent by mail.

CONNECT WITH US 
PDK continues to seek ways to influ-
ence teacher preparation programs. 
Historically, we have provided individ-
uals with scholarships to advance their 
education career aspirations, but we 
are extending our impact even more 
by connecting with people at the state, 
university, district, and community/
funder levels who are interested in 
the work of Educators Rising. We 
reach out to all readers of Kappan, 
members, stakeholders, students, and 
legislators to engage with us so that 
we can establish stronger programs 
for our next generation of educators. 
Your influence, your time, and your 
donations can help these students as 
they commit to teaching as their future 
career.

PLANNED GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
By joining the PDK Heritage Society, 
you will help ensure that future 
generations of educators will be 
well prepared to provide their stu-
dents with outstanding educational 
experiences. To leave a gift in your 
will, simply share this sentence with 
your attorney or financial planner: “I 
bequeath $____ or __% of my estate 
to PDK International, P.O. Box 13090, 
Arlington, VA 22219.”
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STUDENT OFFICER SPOTLIGHT
Hannah Pardee
Hometown: Paris, TX
School: Paris High School
I am Hannah Pardee from Paris, Texas, and I am honored to 
be the 2020-21 National Vice President of Communications. 
I am a former state o§cer in the Texas Association of Future 
Educators, and I learned many things from that position, all 
of which led me here. I am all about taking opportunities and 

risks. I practically live by the motto, “Take the chance now, you will remember it later.”
�is year, one of the many things I hope to accomplish is to help all of our mem-

bers feel safe. People sometimes join organizations like Educators Rising to feel like 
they belong somewhere — I did. I just want to show the same love to everyone that 
the previous o§cers have shown me. 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER SPOTLIGHT
Braxton Michel 
Hometown: Port Allen, LA
School: Southeastern Louisiana University
I plan to graduate from Southeastern Louisiana University and 
teach secondary mathematics. Teachers are powerful. �ey 
have the ability to enable future generations to think freely. 

After graduation, I plan to continue my education to get 
my master’s degree and eventually my PhD. In my career, I 

plan on becoming the Louisiana State Teacher of the Year and striving for National 
Teacher of the Year. I would like to thank the donors for putting faith in me to 
impact the youth of our nation. 

If you are interested in establishing your own scholarship, visit pdkintl.org/giving.

DISTINGUISHED EDUCATOR SPOTLIGHT 
Glenn Cason, Instructional Specialist, Douglasville, GA
PDK Distinguished Educators exemplify the core values of 
the PDK Association — a commitment to research, service, 
and leadership. Glenn Cason demonstrates his commitment 
to service and leadership to our rising educators by serving 
as a national competition judge every year since 2012. He 
believes that your decision to be a teacher cannot be driven 
merely by your “passion” to teach. Your passion will soon 

fade, and then you may find yourself in a career you do not like. You become a 
teacher because it is your calling, and you refuse to do anything else, no matter the 
circumstances. It is a fundamental part of your character. �en, the circumstances 
will not a®ect your drive to continue to excel, teach, lead, and change others for  
the better. It is one of the reasons you get out of the bed each morning. 

Learn more about becoming a PDK Distinguished Educator at 
pdkintl.org/distinguished.
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Contact PDK  
Phone 800-766-1156 
Fax 812-339-0018 
memberservices@pdkintl.org

Mailing address  
P.O. Box 13090 
Arlington, VA 22219

International Office address 
1820 N. Fort Myer Dr., Suite 320 
Arlington, VA 22209

THE PDK FAMILY OF ASSOCIATIONS
PDK International 
Educators Rising 
Pi Lambda Theta

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ANGELA WALMSLEY, chair 
Milwaukee, WI 

MELISSA NIXON, board chair-elect
High Point, NC 

CURTIS CAIN, past chair* 
Wentzville, MO

ERIN JONES 
Lacey, WA

MAUREEN LARAVIERE
Glenview, Il 

NATASHA MURRAY
New York, NY 

KATHARINE OLIVER
Hagerstown, MD

*Also on PDK Foundation Board

PDK EDUCATIONAL  
FOUNDATION BOARD
DOUGLAS CHRISTENSEN, chair 
Lincoln, NE

ERIC HOUGAN
Seattle, WA

MARK STRAUSS
Ft. Lauderdale, FL

PDK INTERNATIONAL STAFF
JOSHUA P. STARR 
Chief executive officer

ALBERT CHEN 
Chief operating officer

REGGIE JOHNSON 
Chief of strategic partnerships

RAFAEL HELLER 
Editor-in-chief, Phi Delta Kappan

MUAZ AHMED 
Director of finance

ANNE MATTHEWS
Director of programs 

ROBYN MINTIER
Director of membership 

DEBBIE WEBB
Director of operations 

Complete contact information for  
the board and staff is available at  
www.pdkintl.org/#board and  
www.pdkintl.org/#staff.




