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PDK Connection – Heritage News

THANK YOU TO OUR  
HERITAGE NEWS SUPPORTER 

The Heritage Society recognizes individual donors whose estate planning includes support 

for the PDK Educational Foundation. In this bimonthly Kappan column, we give current and 

potential donors a glimpse of the people and programs supported by their generosity.

PDK INTERNATIONAL TRAVELERS GAIN VALUABLE INSIGHTS 
As PDK International prepares for the next PDK International Travel Program in 
South Africa on July 8-18, we wanted to learn what keeps our trip alums return-
ing year after year. 

The first journey occurred in 1961 when Gerald H. Read, whose name graces 
the scholarships given to help offset the cost of modern trips, began leading 
international travel seminars for PDK members. Recent trips have taken 
members to Peru, Germany, Panama, and Spain. In the spirit of Read’s origi-
nal seminars, the trips enable travelers to learn by visiting schools, engaging 
with education leaders in the host country, and enjoying culturally enriching 
activities.

“Barcelona and Madrid the PDK way was enjoyable, informative, culturally 
immersive, and memorable,” said 2022 travel program participant Denise 
Abraham, a Long Island University Chapter member and PDK member since 
2013. Abraham said her group’s itinerary included “museums to restaurants, 
cathedrals to castles, and everything in-between.”

“Even though I have visited [Barcelona, Madrid, and Toledo] before, the 
guides brought the history, geography, art, and politics to light in a way that 
made the experience extraordinarily rich and educational,” said Patricia Lofgren, 
a PDK member since 2010.

More than anything, the travel program’s participants say they return for the 
community and networking the trips offer. “The group was a delight to travel 

with, and I very much look forward to these 
enlightening and fun tours with PDK in the 
future,” said Lofgren. Harold “Skip” Farkas, 
who has been a PDK member since 1978, 
stated, “add to all [the other aspects of the 
trip] a great group of people who become 
friends and [have] great memories, photos, 
and experiences to last a lifetime. I would go 
again tomorrow.”

SUPPORT EDUCATIONAL EQUITY 
Your gift will reach more than 100,000 
current and future educators through-
out their careers, by guiding young 
people on the path to becoming 
accomplished educators and support-
ing leaders and academics who seek 
to leave a lasting legacy. Your support 
will help PDK elevate and change 
the narrative about public education, 
inform the national discourse, and 
bridge research and practice. 

Donation options include cash gifts, 
stocks and securities, legacy giving, 
and more. Contact us at  
give@pdkintl.org or 800-766-1156. 

PLANNED GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 
By joining the PDK Heritage Society, 
you will help ensure that future 
generations of educators will be 
well prepared to provide their stu-
dents with outstanding educational 
experiences. To leave a gift in your 
will, simply share this sentence with 
your attorney or financial planner: “I 
bequeath $____ or __% of my estate 
to PDK International, P.O. Box 13090, 
Arlington, VA 22219.”
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Contact PDK  
Phone 800-766-1156 
Fax 812-339-0018 
memberservices@pdkintl.org

Mailing address  
P.O. Box 13090 
Arlington, VA 22219
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STUDENT OFFICER SPOTLIGHT
Torrey McClain 
Hometown: Palmer, Alaska 
Torrey McClain is the Educators Rising National 
Student President for the 2022-23 school year. 
After serving as an Alaska Student Officer last 
year and placing third in the Lesson Planning 
and Delivery – STEM competition at the 2022 
national conference in Washington, D.C., she joins 
the Educators Rising National Officers with a goal 
of inspiring more hands-on activities and commu-
nity involvement. 

Besides being committed to Educators Rising, 
McClain serves as captain of the varsity cheer squad and the alto section leader for 
the honor choir at Palmer High School. McClain prides herself on her attention to 
detail and her teaching connections in her local area. 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER SPOTLIGHT 
Françoise Bell
Hometown: Wailuku, Hawaii  
Françoise Bell is an example of a PDK 
International member who serves her community 
across multiple divisions of the organization. 
The recipient of this year’s PDK Past Presidents’ 
Fellowship as well as the PDK Hawaii Chapter 
Endowed Scholarship, Bell is earning her doctor-
ate in educational leadership and policy analysis 
from the University of Wisconsin – Madison. She 
is also working to establish the first middle school 
Educators Rising chapter in Hawaii. 

Bell has been an educator for over 20 years, spending the last seven as a principal. 
Her school has been recognized as an exemplary school of inclusion for students 
with learning (dis)abilities, and she is part of several initiatives to uplift student 
voices, including a growing podcast that has brought together students from her 
school and universities as well as traditionally underrepresented community mem-
bers to talk about current issues and social justice.

EDUCATORS RISING CHAMPION SPOTLIGHT  
Ronnie Harvey   
As principal of Washington-Marion Magnet High 
School in Lake Charles, Louisiana, Ronnie Harvey 
has advocated for Educators Rising in his school 
and across Louisiana as the 2022 Louisiana 
Principal of the Year. As a 2000 graduate of 
Washington-Marion Magnet High School, Harvey 
is an excellent example of someone who serves 
the community where he grew up. After graduat-
ing from the University of Louisiana-Lafayette, 
where he played collegiate football, Harvey 
returned to his alma mater, serving as a football 

coach and teacher until becoming principal in 2018. 
Besides adopting Educators Rising as both a chapter and a curriculum for 

his students, he has also spoken on PDK International webinars and presented 
on financial literacy for future teachers at the 2022 Educators Rising National 
Conference.


