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PDK Connection – Heritage News

THANK YOU TO OUR  
HERITAGE NEWS SUPPORTER 

The Heritage Society recognizes individual donors whose estate planning includes support 

for the PDK Educational Foundation. In this bimonthly Kappan column, we give current and 

potential donors a glimpse of the people and programs supported by their generosity.

COMPETING AND LEARNING AT THE 
EDUCATORS RISING CONFERENCE 
In late June, thousands of potential teachers 
will gather in Orlando, Florida, for the 2023 
Educators Rising National Conference.

Educators Rising’s competitions and contests are a main draw for student 
attendees. Much like other academic competitions for middle and high school-
ers, these are designed to test knowledge, skills, and leadership. However, what 
makes these competitions unique is that the skills tested are specific to teaching. 
Students learn these skills in Educators Rising chapters across the country. And 
in local, state, and national competitions, they demonstrate what they’ve learned 
in such areas as lesson planning and delivery, thinking through ethical dilem-
mas that occur in the classroom, public speaking, and sharing inspiring stories 
of their journey to a classroom.

In addition, students can write and present a children’s book to judges. This 
year, for the first time, we are offering the chance to write and present a chil-
dren’s book in Spanish.

Beyond the competitions, students and teachers can attend breakout sessions 
led by their peers and industry professionals. These sessions offer tips for 
becoming a teacher, ideas for paying for college, and other topics that can help 
students entering the teaching profession.

A final highlight of the conference is always an inspirational keynote speech 
by the previous year’s NSTOY National Teacher of the Year. This year’s speaker 
is Kurt Russell from Ohio.

While there is an attendance fee to attend the conference, generous donations 
and sponsorships help offset the cost for students. Volunteers from Phi Delta 
Kappa and Pi Lambda Theta also inspire and encourage attendees throughout 
the conference. 

It’s still possible to get involved as a sponsor or volunteer. Reach out to our 
Educators Rising staff at info@educatorsrising.org for more information.

SUPPORT EDUCATIONAL EQUITY 
Your gift will reach more than 100,000 
current and future educators through-
out their careers, by guiding young 
people on the path to becoming 
accomplished educators and support-
ing leaders and academics who seek 
to leave a lasting legacy. Your support 
will help PDK elevate and change 
the narrative about public education, 
inform the national discourse, and 
bridge research and practice. 

Donation options include cash gifts, 
stocks and securities, legacy giving, 
and more. Contact us at  
give@pdkintl.org or 800-766-1156. 

PLANNED GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 
By joining the PDK Heritage Society, 
you will help ensure that future 
generations of educators will be 
well prepared to provide their stu-
dents with outstanding educational 
experiences. To leave a gift in your 
will, simply share this sentence with 
your attorney or financial planner: “I 
bequeath $____ or __% of my estate 
to PDK International, P.O. Box 13090, 
Arlington, VA 22219.”
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Contact PDK  
Phone 800-766-1156 
Fax 812-339-0018 
memberservices@pdkintl.org

Mailing address  
P.O. Box 13090 
Arlington, VA 22219
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STUDENT OFFICER SPOTLIGHT
Katelen Bennett 
Hometown: Converse, Louisiana 
Katelen Bennett is the Educators Rising National 
Student Vice President of Communications for the 
2022-23 school year. In addition to her activities 
in Educators Rising, she also serves as a varsity 
cheerleader and softball manager, all while main-
taining a 4.0 GPA. A high school junior this year, 
Bennett has already spent time in the classroom 
as both a summer school aide at Converse High 
School and a youth presenter/Bible school teacher 
at Noble Baptist Church.

She values relationships and has made it a 
focus during her term as a national officer to help 

the Educators Rising community be more of a family. She says, “Relationships are 
like the foundation of a house. When you have a solid relationship with your team 
members, more goals will be accomplished.” 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER SPOTLIGHT 
Tiana Jackson
Hometown: Duncanville, Texas  
The recipient of the Dr. J. Arnold Webb Endowed 
Scholarship for 2022, Tiana Jackson, is pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in mathematics at Prairie View 
A&M University, a historically Black university, 
and she plans to become a middle school STEM 
teacher. A member of Educators Rising Collegiate 
and the NAACP, she has a simple response when 
people question why she wants to become an 
educator: “Look at you, a prime example of an 
educator’s devotion.” She hopes to contribute 
by reshaping how people view the teaching 
profession.

She is a Prairie View A&M Spirit Squad member and serves as a volunteer in her 
church’s youth and children’s department, teaching in a classroom setting and plan-
ning and implementing activities.

EDUCATORS RISING CHAMPION SPOTLIGHT  
Amy Weems   
Amy Weems has strongly supported Educators 
Rising and Educators Rising Collegiate since 
the program started taking root in Louisiana. 
Weems is an assistant professor at the School 
of Education at the University of Louisiana – 
Monroe, one of many schools across the country 
that offer dual enrollment credit to Educators 
Rising students in their area. She has worked to 
create partnerships between local school districts 
and universities across Louisiana and to expand 
collaborative networks to support growth and 
diversity in teacher pathways.

Weems is a third-generation educator with 
more than 21 years in education and 11 years as an administrator. She was named 
2013 Louisiana Teacher of the Year as a middle school home living teacher.


